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out the strips which they proposed to occupy for
cultivation under the new land settlement system.
Then, after a lusty cry of Viva la Republica, they
marched back to their villages, held a demonstration
meeting in front of the local Government building,
and then sent a commission to get formal approval
for their land-taking, their case being that they had
been promised the land in the Government election
programme, but that all kinds of bureaucratic obstacles
were being put in their way,1

All very irregular from the standpoint of some
orderly democracy, but very natural to people who
could still remember the unsuccessful peasant risings
of 1892 and 1919, who had seen their rights and liberties
snatched from them in 1923, and who suspected, quite
accurately, that the officer caste would be plotting
another putsch. They intended this time to present
the officers with a fait accompli, an anti-feudal and
anti-clerical revolution, completed in most areas with
tolerance and good-humour, but in other parts, where
the Church lay heavily on the land, it was accompanied
by the driving out of the priests, and the gutting of the
churches.

1W. Horsfall Carter, * Spain To-day/ in The Listener. Also
quoted in E.^Allison Peers, The Spanish Tragedy, 1330-36, 197.